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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

A. Examiner's Item 1 Qbiection Under 35 USC 132fa) 

Applicant has cancelled the subject "new matter^ in the amended Claims and 
Specification by removing refeiences to "other connecting means' and "other shaft 
connecting means." Applicant acknowledges Examiner has full discretion in accepting 
or denying this Amendment After Final and respectfully requests conskleration of the 
amended Claims and Spedficatton herein since ail "new matter" has been removed per 
Examiner's recommendations. Examiner stated In both August 1, 2006 item 9 and 
January 31 , 2007 Offrce Acttons that Claims 1-11 would be allowable if the "new matter" 
objections were removed. 

B. Examiner's Item 2 Obiection to Soecificatfon re "Infbnnalities" (a-d) 
Examiner conrectiy noted Applicant's multiple use of differing phrases when 

referring to the same refierence numbers (1, 10, 1 1, 16 and 17) resulting in unnecessary 
confusion. Reference No. 1 is now consistently referred to as "forward extending 
section". 10 as "leanward extending sight line" of Figures 1-3. 11 as "fonward extending 
sight line" of Figures 1-3. 16 as "ffonwarding extending sight line" of Figures 4-6, and 17 
as "rearward extending sight One" of Figures 4-6. 
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C. Eyaminer's Item 3 Objection tn and Item 4 A pproval of the Drawings Under 37 
CFR 1.83(a) 

Per Examiner's suggestion, Applicant has lemoved specific "hosel, hole, socket 
or other shaft connecting means" from the Claims Ijecause they were not required and 
not adequately descril)ed in the Drawings and Spedficatfon. Removal of the above 
specific inadequately described shaft to putterhead connecttons from the Claims should 
make the December 1. 2006 Replacement Drawings, othenwise approved by the 
Examiner (Office Action Item 4) acceptable (except for any requirement of post Notice 
of Allowance Fomial Drawings). 

D. Rejection of Claims 1-1 1 Under 35 USC 1 12 second paragraph 

Claims 2-1 1 were directly or secondarily dependent on Claim 1 which Examiner 
deemed to be indefinite in that the ternis "other shaft connecting means" was indefinite. 
Amended Claim 1 enctosed removes reference to "a hosel, hole, rod, socket or other 
shaft connecting means' and shouM, therefore, be in a condition for allowance. 

Reference in Claims 3, 5 and 6 to "said connecting means' (of Claim 1) have 
likewise been removed and replaced with the "shaft connection' claimed and described 
in Claim 1 and the Specification. Claims 3 and 5 also use fonward extending sight line" 
or "said sight lines" rather than "sight or aim line' for consistency with element reference 
numbers 10 and 1 1 per the amended Specification. Other than replacement of "shaft 
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oonnec«ng means' as in Claims 3 and 5. Claim 6 Is rewonled for lmp«,ved darter only. 
Applicant is willing to accept either language, as Examiner pfefers. 

Conclusion 

Applicant respectfully maintains that the amended Claims and Specification now 
place the application in condition for allowtwnoe. 



Respectfully submitted 




John W. Rohrer 

Rohrer Technologies. Inc. 
5 Long Cove Road 
York, ME 03909 
(207) 363-5502 
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Fig. 6 is a plan view of the embodiment of Fig. 4 with half of a golf ball below the 
forward extended hosel. 

Fig. 7 is a plan view of another preferred embodiment of the present invention 
with a hosel similar to the embodiment of Figs. 4. 5. and 6 but with a major or majority 
portion of putterhead weight concentrated within a mass ring concentric about and 
remote from the putterhead center of gravity. 

Description of the Prefened Embodiments 

Referring to the Drawings. Rgs. 1 . 2 and 3 describe frontal or putterface 
elevational. side eievational and plan vtews. respectively, of one embodiment of the 
present invention in which the fonward extending section 1 protrudes fonMard. generally 
horizontally, from the putterface 2 above the intended strikepoint 15 at an devation 
above the putter soleplane equal to or greater than the diameter of a golf bail (1 .68 
indies or 4.27 mm) thus avoidb^ interiierence or contact witti said hosel when a ball is 
being struck by said putter. In thte embodiment said ftMfward extending section 1 , 
protrudes forward from the face a distance approximately equal to a golf ball. The 
lateral 3 and upward 4 shaft connecting hosei sections are so arranged that the putter 
shaft 5 does not obscure any portion of a golf ball 6 when viewed from above (Rg. 3). 
Alternatively, sakl shaft connecting hosel sections 3 and 4 may be replaced by a bent 
tower shaft sedton (not shown). The s'^ht line on the top surface of the fbnward 
extending section 1 . the Ibnward extending sight line" 11 . and the 'rearward extending 
sight line' 1 0 on the top surface of the reamwardextensicH) 7. together proiride a tonger 
sight line than would othenMise be possible without addition of sakl forarard extending 
section 1 with said fonvard extendir^ sight Une 11. SakJ reanward extension 7 does not 
fiinction as a tiosel (shaft to clut)head connec6on), but provkles or supports said 



8 

rearwanJ extending sight line 10. and may help support the faceplate 2 and said forward 
extending section 1 through (not shown) or above it (shown), or the sole 8. In this 
emlwdiment. the distance between the sole plane of the putterhead 8 and the straight 
shaft connection point 9 is equal to or slightly less than 5 Inches or 12.7 mm as currently 
required under The USGA Rules of Golf. The end of said upward hosel section 4 is 
fitted with a stop surface 9 and a slip over protnision or rod 30 (shown) or socket (not 
shown) for receiving and attaching via adhraive or other means, a putlershaft 5. That 
portion of the putterhead with said rearward extension 7 with reanward sight line 10 on 
top. protruding rearward from the putteiface 2 has a length equal to or slightly less than 
the horizontal width of said putterhead 2. Said fbnvard extending sight line 1 1 and 
reanward extendi!^ sight line 10 above said fonward extemfing sedim 1 and reanward 
extension 7. respectively, are preferably of one color or finish (shown), contrasting with 
any adjacent putterhead portions visible to a golfer from above, or have a black or dark 
line (not shown) centered on sakl surface 10. 

Figs. 4, 5. and 6 show a preferred embodiment of the present invention where 
the fonward hosel section 12 extends appro)dmately 1^ golf ball diameter fonward of the 
putterfeioeZ The lateral hosel section 13 is longer and may be of thinner section than 
in the prior embodiment (3 In Figs. 1. 2 and 3). This makes this sectton 13 and the 
lower shaft 5 less visik}le when viewed by a golfer from above (F^. 3 and 6). To further 
reduce the shaft connecting hosel secfion visitnlity and any related sighting distraction, 
that portion of the lateraJ hosel section 3 or 1 3 or bent tower ^laft lying over a golf t>all 
(which ball 6 is touching or near the putteiface 2 at or near the intended strikepoint 15) 
can be painted or finished white or light in cotor to take such hosel section 3 or 13 out of 
optical view and blend with the baW below it To further enhance the sight picture wfien 
viewed by a golfer Itam atnve. the fnrsl several inches of ttie golf shaft 5 r^r the hosel 
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and now directly over the l>all can be painted or finished dull green or other dark non- 
glossy color. 

Said reanward extending sight line 10 and fonward extending sight line 1 1 may be 
on one level, per Rgs. 1 , 2, and 3 or of differing levels, per the fonward extending sight 
line 16 and reanward extending sight line 17 in Figs. 4, 5. and 6. These sight lines. 16 
and 17. may be preferably of white or light finish with a contrasting black or dark sight or 
aim line 20 (as shown in Fig. 6) or of a single ook)r. The top surface of the putter sole 
18 and any other putter surfaces visible to a golfer from above can be of a color 
contrasting with the ookv of 10. 16 or 17. In the prefened embodiment of Fig. 6, that 
portion of the sole plate 1 8 and other putterhead surfaces visible to a golfer from above 
which are within 1/2 golf ball diameter of the centertine are of light or white finish, while 
more remote surfaces, 19 and 20. are of a contrasting dull dark or green finish to take 
them out of optical view, in this manner, the light or white surfaces, being centered and 
of approximately one bad diameter In width, establish a sighting field which includes, and 
is extended by. the golf ball 6 near or contacting the strikepoint 15 of the putterfece 2 
when viewed by a golfer from above at address. An aim line 20. i^eferably 6atK or 
black, centered on the top surface of the fonward 6xl»iding sight line 16 and reanward 
e)^nding sigtit line 17 or the entire top surfaces of 16 and 17. of dark or black finish, 
can be further extended by placing a daric or black partial or fuU drcumferenced line 21 
of similar wWth on an equator of the golf ban and orientating such fine toward the target 
prior to addressing the t>all with a putterhead of the present invention. 

Fig. 5 shows ttiatttie reanward extmi^on 7 need not be of sdid constaiction to 
reduce or redistribute putterhead weighL This reanward extenskm 7 may contain holes 
or apertures 23, or be made of fighter weight materials (not shown), or supported by 
structural members 22. 
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Rg. 7 describes a putterhead of the present in>ferition differing from the prior 
emtwdiments with respect to weight distribution within the puttertiead. A major or 
majority portion of puttertiead weight is located within a "mass ring" which ring has ai 
outside diameter equal to the maximum horizontal plane distance between the 
puttertiead center of gravity, and an inside diameter equal to 75% of said outside 
diameter. This weight distribution produces puttertieads of extremely high Moment c 
Inertia (MOI) which reduces distance loss and misdiieclion whenever a baH is stmck 
the putterface 2 at a point remote from the intended strikepoint 1 5 which is directly ir 
front of the puttertiead center of gravity point 24. 
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1 . (Currently Amended) A golf putterhead having a strikeface with an 
intended strikepoint, and a bottom sole, said putterhead also having a 
fonward extending section extending generally horiztMitally fonward from 
the top of said strikeface a distance of 1/4 to 1 ball diameter from a 
location approximately 1/2 ban diameter or more above said intended 
strikepoint which is above the horizontel sole plane, said forward 
extending section being in a vertical plane normal to saki strikeface. 
before saki fonivard extending section connects at or near the fonward end 
of saki forward extending section to a straiglit or t>ent golf shaft to the 
player skle of said forward extending section, said forward extending 
section having a top surfiace or maric&ngs thereon, the fonward extending 
sight line, which serves as an unol>structed sigtit or aim line toward the 
intended target, saki fbnAfard extending section also increasing the static 
lialance moment of the putterhead about said shaft by increasing the 
distence between tlie puttertiead center of mass and the shaft axis, saki 
putterhead also having a rearward putterhead extensk>n with a rearward 
sight line on top of it with substantially the same top surface or markings 
as said forward extending sight line, saki rearwrard putterhead extenston 
being integral with or in rigkl communnafion vMth saki puttertt^i t)ottom 
sole, said reanward putterhesKi exten^n being in the same vertical plane 
as said fonward extending section at the same or diftering top surfiace 
elevation of said forward extending section, saki reanward putterhead 
extension witti said reanward sight line extendnng rearward from saki 



putterface a distance of at least twice said forward extending section wKti 
said fonvard extending sigtit line length and not exceeding the widtti of 
said putterhead, said leanwaid extending sight line adding to and 
substantially lengthening the total sight or aim line length of said 
putterhead. 

(Previously Presented) The putterhead of Claim 1 wherein said fbnward 
extending section with said fonMard extending sight line extends fbnward 
Ifom the strikeface approximately 1/4 to 1/2 a ball diameter. 

(Currently Amended) The putterhead of Claim 1 wherein said shaft 
connection extends 1/4 to 1 ball diameter in a direction generally normal 
to said fonMard extending section towards the golfer in such a manner as 
to not visually distract from or interrupt said fonward extending sight line 
formed by the top surface or markings on said fonward extending section 
and such that said shaft connectton does not substantially reduce the 
golfer's view of the ball and wherein sakl shaft connection is arranged 
such that a putter with such putterhead is statically face balanced by 
having the shaft axis intersecting the vertical putterhead center line plane 
normal to the strikeface at approximately the same elevatkMi as the 
dubhead center of gravity. 
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(Pieviously Presented) The putlerhead of Claim 1 wherein said fonward 
extending sight line and said reanward putlerhead extension with reanward 
sight line both have a sight or aim line of 0.025 to 0.5 inch width on the 
upper horizontal portion or central portion thereof with any adjacent 
putlerhead portions, visible from above by the golfer, being of a differing 
or contrasting color or finish. 

(Cunently Amended) The putlerhead of Claim 4 wherein said sight lines 
are black or other dark finish while any portion of sakJ shaft or shaft 
connection lying above a golf ball contacting the intended strikepoint of 
sakl putlerhead, has a while or light finish such that it visually blends in 
with a golf ball centered under said fonward extending hosel section. 

(Currently Amended) The putlerhead of Claim 1 wherein that portion of 
sakl shaft connection or the bottom portk>n of a straight or bent golf shaft 
connecting to said putterhead. which is not over a golf ball contacting the 
intended strikepoint is finished or cotored dull green or another dark or 
non-reflective cotor such that said hosel or shaft sections are less visible 
and blend into the grass background when viewed by a golfer from above. 
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7. (Currently Amended) The putterhead of Claim 1 used In conjunction with a 
golf ball marked with a dark line of a width approximately the width of said 
sight lines, atong all or a portion of the baWs circumference or equator, 
which line the golfer aims at the target 

8. (Previously Presented) The putterhead of Claim 1 wherein the weight of 
saM leanMard putterhead extensk>n is reduced via one or more holes or 
apertures, the use of light weight materials, the use of thin section 
materials or combinatk>ns thereof. 

9. (Previously Presented) The putterhead of Claim 1 wherein the moment of 
inertia about the puttertiead's center of gravity is increased by placing a 
major or majority portton of the putterhead's weight within 3 or more 
locations within a mass ring located between 75% and 1 00% of sakJ 
putteriiead's maximum horizontal distance from saki putteriiead center of 
gravity. 

1 0. (Cunently Amended) The putterhead of Claim 1 wherein at least the 
forward most portion of sakI forward extending section or the lower shaft 
section proximate to it is made of or weighted with a heavy metal such as 
tungsten or tead to increase sakI putterhead's moment of inertia. 



(Currently Amended) The puttertiead of Cteilm 1 wherein putterhead 
surfaces are provided within approximately one golf ball radius of the 
center of said reanivard aim or sight line, visible to a golfer from above, 
said surfaces being of white or light surface finish providing a golf ball 
width sighting field while those remaining golfer visible putterhead 
surfaces adjacent to or more remote from said sighting field, which may 
include said sight lines, are of contrasting dark, black or green finish 
reducing their optical visibility, said ball width sighting field being extended 
in length by a golf ball at address in fifont of said putterhead strikepoint 
and below said foro^rd extending sight line. 



